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Briercliffe with Extwistle Parish Council
[bookmark: _heading=h.lw1xr71inb3n]Thursday 3rd September   2026 at 7:00pm at Briercliffe Community Centre
Present: Councillors: Pippa Lishman (Chair), Maggie Lishman, Alison Griffin, Nicola Harvey, Samuel Phillips. 
In Attendance:  3 members of public. R Greenwood (Clerk)  
	[bookmark: _heading=h.t2j3ic8qisg0]The Chair, Cllr P Lishman, opened and welcomed all to the meeting. Attendees were told that the  meeting was recorded for clarity of the minutes. 

	
	Actions by Clerk
	Cllr Support

	26/27/101 Apologies for absence

	Apologies were received, and accepted, from Cllrs Roger Frost, Carrie Halstead, Gordon Lishman and County Councillor Mark Poulton. 

	
	

	26/27/102 Disclosable Pecuniary Interest

	No Councillor declared any interest. 

	
	

	26/27103 Approve the Minutes of the Meetings Held July 2nd and July 22nd

	The minutes of the meeting held August 2026 were signed as a true record. 

The minutes of the meeting held 22nd July 2026 – these could not be approved as only two members attending this meeting was present at the meeting held. 
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All

	26/27/104 Matters outstanding from the previous minutes

	Atkinson Street dirty water leak has been reported to both Love Clean Streets and United Utilities, the matter seems to be resolved with no flowing water. There is an outstanding matter of weeds on the back street that Love Clean Streets will deal with. 

Standen Hall Drive noise from the construction vehicles. This has ceased. Cllr M Lishman had raised the question with the developers to ensure that the work start time was at a reasonable time.  

	


	



	26/27/105  Formally adjourn to allow for public participation. 

	Lengthsman
Q - Why is the grass cutter putting hedge trimmings at the back of the garages at the end of Harrison street and also with grass cutting by the side 
of metal gate onto the allotment
A - The temporary Lengthsman has been provided tonne bags to facilitate the removal of waste. Due to the sudden gap in service, an unusually large volume of grass cuttings and vegetation had accumulated. As a result, some material had been collected and stored temporarily. Arrangements are now in place to resolve the issue.  Going forward, most grass-cutting areas will not require collection, with arisings being left on site where appropriate.  Thank you for raising this
Q - The temporary lengthsman  works for a sitting parish councillors, has this been disclosed as a pecuniary interest/conflict of interest?
A - The relevant Councillor declared an interest, as recorded in the minutes of the Council's most recent meeting, and took no part in the consideration, discussion, or decision-making relating to the temporary Lengthsman appointment. The nature of the interest relates to a private personal matter and, as such, the Council does not consider it appropriate to disclose further details publicly.
Q – Does the temporary lengthsman have public liability insurance and relevant competencies for grass cutting equipment?
A - The Council can confirm that the appointment was not confirmed until satisfactory evidence of insurance cover had been provided to the Clerk, in accordance with the Council's normal procedures.
The Council took account of the individual's relevant experience and competency to undertake the duties required. The Council is not aware of any mandatory qualification requirements applicable to the work being undertaken beyond compliance with relevant health and safety legislation and accepted good practice. Should any specific requirements be known, the Council would welcome details and supporting evidence for consideration.
 
Allotments
Q - Why are there still empty allotments which have been overgrow some for 18 months, 2 years and one for 4 years when there is a waiting list ?
A – We agree with your question, we have a number of plots that are subject to inspection. The inspection will be completed by end of November, during this inspection stage people will be asked to either action the inspection findings or  leave. The letting of all plots will then be done by Jan 2026
 
Community Centre
Q – A number of questions have been received regarding the sale of the Community Centre.  
A – The Community Centre Investigation is on this agenda for discussion
The questions raised will therefore be included alongside any other submissions received and will be considered when establishing the scope of the review. This will help ensure that all relevant issues raised by residents are considered.
The Council will discuss the next steps, including the process, scope and any associated expenditure during this and October meeting.
 
Strategy meeting & Parish Action Plan 
Q - Following the strategy workshop has the action plan now been produced, when will this be made available to residents? Who is responsible for producing it and what specific date?
A- The strategy workshop was the first stage of the process. Further discussions, resident engagement, and consultation activities will take place before a draft Parish Action Plan is produced. The Plan will be developed and approved by Full Council and will remain a live document, reviewed and updated as required. At this stage, no specific publication date has been set, but work is expected to progress during 2026-27 with the aim of developing a resident-informed plan for 2027-28.
Q - Before the Parish Plan is adopted, will the Council publish the results of its resident engagement, including the issues raised, the level of support or disagreement where relevant, and how residents’ views have influenced the priorities ultimately included in the Plan?
A – Yes. Resident engagement and consultation findings will form part of the Parish Plan process, and the feedback received will help inform and shape the priorities included in the final Plan.
Residents are encouraged to attend upcoming Meet and Greet sessions and other engagement events to share their views and ideas. This feedback will help build on the themes already identified and ensure the Parish Action Plan reflects local priorities and community needs.
Q - What specific actions were agreed at strategic planning workshop in relation communication, accessibility of information, transparency, public engagement and resident confidence, and where are those actions recorded so that residents can see what was actually agreed and monitor progress?
A – No formal actions were agreed at the workshop. The session was a scoping exercise to identify key themes and priorities that will inform future consultation and engagement activities. Specific actions will be developed through the Parish Action Plan process and reported through Council meetings and published documents as they are agreed.
 
Local Council Award Scheme
Q - Before seeking recognition under the Local Council Award Scheme, will the Council publish the evidence it relies upon to demonstrate that it meets the relevant standards for good governance, transparency and community engagement, so that residents can assess those claims for themselves?
A – The Council's participation in the Local Council Award Scheme is being considered as part of this meeting. Should the Council decide to proceed, the requirements of the scheme and supporting evidence will be considered and made available in accordance with the scheme's application process and Council transparency requirements.

Question from the floor
Q Why were the public told that the old tarmac, from the bowling green, would be firstly used for pot holes and secondly used as part of the hardcore base for a garage. The tarmac is unsuitable for hardcore and contaminated. 
A The clerk to find out about the contamination and Cllr P Lishman will pass the information to the tenant who is wanting to put in the hardcore as the garage base. 

Q Why has the work done by a volunteer been allowed to lapse, specifically the  area around the garages. 
A at the moment we do not have a Lengthsman or the volunteer power to keep up this work. The volunteer was thanked for his work. 
Q Regarding a question from the floor in the last minutes it was stated that the speaker did not ask for the phone number to be published but provided. 
A The clerk did email members of the Football Club but received no answer. 

Cllr M Lishman is concerned regarding the questions around the Strategy Meetings; these questions indicate that we may not have got the reporting of this project and ongoing work quite right. The parish council are working towards the Strategic Plan for which transparency etc form a huge part. This is a very large piece of work of which the Meet and Greet events forms part of the public engagement and also fits with the Parish Plan. It is expected that this piece of work will take 2 years to complete. 

	























































	




























































	Formally reconvene the meeting                          1 member of public left the meeting   

	26/27/106 To receive reports from the Working Groups

	Planning Working Group
PA/2026/0375 Cross St, no objections. 

Scoping Report Consultation from Pendle Borough Council. The deadline for feedback is the 14th September. The clerk to write and say that no sites have been identified at present but we wish to be kept on the mailing list. 

Discussion took place about the number of planning applications that were applying retrospectively i.e. Certificates of Lawfulness and how difficult it is to object to these. 

Some members have attended training, via Scribe, on Reading Planning Applications. From this a “wheel” illustration will be shared with members and via social media.  

Communication Working Group
Cllr Phillips discussed the  circulated report regarding the parish council using some kind of share point and the cost implications. Requests were made for a zoom meeting and a chart of options so that members can make an informed decision.  Cllr Phillips will arrange this.

Posters were approved for the Facebook site, notice boards and in shop windows. These detailing the meet and greet. There was a request for A5 posters for the notice boards so as not to take up too much room. 

Contractor Working Group
Cllr M Lishman will circulate, to members, the pack for the new Lengthsman. This is for a permanent post as the temporary Lengthsman will likely finish the current season after this month. Cllr M Lishman will circulate a timeline which will be approximately advertising for the post as soon as possible and interviews at the end of January 2027

Discussion around the extra work that the Local Government Review may generate – this might include parish work on unadopted areas, paid by the Precept, Cllr A Griffin and the Clerk to contact LCC and Burnley Borough regarding areas such as Milton St / Parker St.


Allotment and Garages Working Group
The allotment report is tabled below. 

Tree / conifer felling – this includes conifers which are too large, two willows and an ash tree. The clerk had collated 3 quotes that were circulated to members present. Each member then voted for the contractor Prop ML seconded SP It was resolved that Nelson Tree Commercial Ltd to undertake the work.

Fencing Works, the parish council has received a grant of £17,635 from the National Lottery, the works must be completed for August 2027. Quotes were received and the clerk presented these, without the contractors details as per the procurement policy. The members then marked the paper to show their preferred contractor. George Turner and Sons were chosen. The clerk will now contact to see insurances etc. Proposed PL and seconded ML It was resolved that George Turner and Son undertake the work. 

Finance Working Group - No report 

Staffing Working Group
The date for the clerk appraisal has not been set.  

NALC has issued the National Salary Award for 2026/27 and to be retrospectively applied from 1st April 2026. The clerk is to remain on the same pay scale but to have the increment, this at 0.28 of full time equivalent. Proposed PL seconded AG It was resolved that the pay increment be accepted. 

Woodland Walk Committee
The parish council were told by the Environmental Agency that a report was due to be received by the 26th of August, this has not been received, Burnley Borough Council are chasing this on the parish councils behalf. The Environmental Agency, United Utilities, LCC public rights of way and Burnley Borough Council are all in touch with the Clerk.  From this a notice is to be displayed on the culvert railings. 

Strategy Group (all members) 
Notes from the first members meeting have been circulated. Cllr P Lishman is to prepare a draft action plan that details the timescales and details to go forward. From the members meeting the parish council has enough information to go forward to the start of the public participation. This will be at the Meet and Greet on the 17th September. Following this the members will then meet to discuss with feedback from this going in the Christmas Newsletter. There will be a second Meet and Greet for early December and the draft action plan to be published on the website in March. 
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	26/27/107 Organisational Participation

	The following reports  were received and are tabled below. 
· The Police Report
· The Country Council Report
· The Borough Council Report
	
	

	26/27/108  Finance Report

	
	Expenditure 
	
	Cheque no
	General a/c 
	Allotment a/c

	
	
	
	
	

	Allotment Numbers screws etc 
	
	213
	
	53.32

	Qualification - Cilca Brightside
	
	2147
	247.50
	

	Garden Comp plaques
	
	2148
	192.00*
	

	Post office
	
	2149
	14.56
	

	Employer PAYE
	
	2150
	47.55
	

	Clerk Tax
	
	2151
	37.80
	

	Clerk salary
	
	2152
	696.20
	

	Water Plus 
	
	DD
	309.49
	

	Easyweb
	
	DD
	66.00
	

	Temporary Lengthsman
	
	2153
	490.00
	

	BCCA room hire
	
	2154
	75.00
	

	void
	
	214
	
	

	Temporary Lengthsman
	
	215
	
	140.00

	Garage Deposit 
	
	216
	
	98.00

	
	
	
	1984.10
	291.32



	Income 
	General a/c 921
	Allotment a/c 833

	
	
	

	Pride Grant
	20000.00
	

	Containers
	
	104.00

	Garage
	
	689.76

	allotments
	
	115.00

	
	
	

	
	20000.00
	908.76






	




























	

	26/27/108 Devolution 

	Elections Burnley Borough Council has confirmed that the current Councillors will continue in office until 2032, meaning we shall have a 6-year term rather than the usual 4 years.

Land Burnley Borough Council has passed the parish councils request for land confirmations to a named advisor. Cllr A Griffin and the clerk to deal initially. 

Parish Plan this is to form part of the Strategy consultation This is a large piece of work and will take probably 2 years to complete.
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	26/27/109 Policies for approval

	Local Council Award Scheme, it was decided that this will form part of the Local Plan as at this stage the council is not ready to action this. 
The following policies, previously circulated, were approved :-
· Code of Conduct
· Safeguarding
· Training
 The Communications policy has been deferred to the October meeting. 

All proposed NH seconded SP and all in favour. 
It was resolved to adopt all above policies 

	
	

	26/27/110 Meet and Greet 
	
	

	Each member will make themselves available for the some part of the Meet and Greet event. 

	
	

	26/27/111 Community Centre Proposed Investigation. 
	
	

	Burnley Borough Council have said they will not be part of this investigation. Advice was taken from LALC and a solicitor with a specialism in parish councils has been sourced from LALC. Due to this being a specialist firm, it was resolved that the parish council over ride the Standing Orders to ensure the skills and expertise needed for this. 

The cost of the investigation will be £390 per hour plus vat. Therefore imperative that the scope of the investigation is agreed. Anyone with questions they would like raised should send them to the clerk via email or post, in a sealed envelope, through the Community Centre door. 

	
	

	26/27/112 Projects 

	Halloween Windows, volunteers are needed for the Annual Halloween window competition. There is no cost for this project and anyone wanting to enter their window to contact the clerk via email. 

Remembrance Day   There is an associated spend of approx. £120 with this, of which approximately £100 is invoiced out. It was agreed in principle to this spend.  The date is the 8th November 2026. The clerk to write to uniformed groups and community groups using the centre for their contribution. 

Christmas Parcels for the over 80’s The spend for this will be included in the October agenda, letters are to be sent local business for monies towards these gifts. Requests for names will go on social media and the notice boards.

Reindeer Trail. There is a potential spend of £100 for this event which will be brought to the October meeting. This event will be advertised at the Meet and Greet. Volunteers are sought for this.
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	26/27/113 Councillors Updates

	No additional reports were given other than those under working group headings. 

	
	

	26/27/114 Clerks Report

	Admin and finance duties, specific actions have been reported in the body of the minutes.
Training with Cilca continues. 

	
	

	26/27/115 Date of the next Meeting 2026

	· 17th September Meet and Greet Event
· 24th September 2026 Allotment Committee Meeting
· 1st October 2026, Parish Council Meeting
· 12th November 2026 Parish Council Meeting
· 26th November 2026 Allotment Committee Meeting.
· 3rd December 2026 Parish Council Meeting 
· 28th January 2027 Allotment Committee Meeting 

	
	

	26/27/1116 Closed Session

	Action was agreed regarding debtors to the Parish Council 

	
	



Meeting closed at 21.35hrs
Allotments & Garages Report September 2026
Lead Cllrs Pippa Lishman & Carrie Halstead
· Waiting lists – 
Allotments - Total of 6 waiting - 1 livery, 4 allotment, 1 pen
 additional 8 out of area -  1 livery, 5 allotment, 2 pens
Garages - Total of 11 applications – 4 Turning Circle, 3 Council Structure, 4 plots

· Terminations / Deposit info 
· 2 allotment tenancies currently progressing through formal termination procedures 
· 2 allotment tenancy notices received
· 1 garage deposit due for return

· Allocations – No allocations completed during August.

· Maintenance 
· Tree works required to improve safety, accessibility and future use of allotment land. Contractor to be agree, quotes shared to Members. 
· Garage reported as leaking. Inspection arranged to determine required works. 
· A contractor is to be appointed to undertake the fencing works funded through the recently approved grant.

· Committee
· Next meeting 24th September 
· All allotment plots are currently being renumbered and new identification markers are being installed. Tenants will be notified once the work is complete and an updated site map will be displayed.

Other info
A number of allotment plots have been identified as overgrown or underutilised. We are currently undertaking detailed site inspections and implementing the recently approved procedures relating to warnings and, where necessary, tenancy termination for plots that are not being adequately maintained.  2 plots are currently vacant and require significant remedial work before they can be re-let: including tree work and structure base removal 
There are also:
· 2 plots that will be issued with termination notices in accordance with tenancy procedures. These plots will be reallocated following expiry of the required legal notice period.
· 2 plots where tenants have provided notice to terminate their tenancy. Reallocation has been deferred to allow applicants on the waiting list to consider all available plots, including those expected to become vacant through the termination process.
While statutory notice periods can lead to delays, the Council now has clear and agreed procedures in place which enable formal and consistent action to be taken where plots are neglected, underutilised or where tenancy conditions have not been met.

Skip Provision – Propose to provide a skip at the allotment site during October, as previous years for allotment holders waste 

Tree Works at Allotment Site – Summary Report and Justification
This note has been prepared to provide Members with a clear record of the condition of a number of trees at the allotment site, the proposed works, and the justification for those works. 
Background
The allotment site contains a number of mature trees and overgrown areas that and are affecting the usability of the site. Following inspection and discussions with contractors, some tree management has been proposed to improve safety, accessibility and the long-term viability of the allotments.
We will require 3 independent quotations  - 2 have been obtained for the works 
Proposed Works - Chipping / arisings to remain on site and retention of logs where appropriate. 
Lower Allotment Section
The proposed works include:
· Removal of storm damaged multi-stem willow tree
· Removal of a large diseased / dying willow tree
· Crown lifting of the ash tree to provide adequate clearance above the allotment plots 

Upper Allotment Section
The proposed works include:
· Reduction/removal of heavily overgrown conifers. (Retain suitable boundary trees, including sycamores)

Justification for Tree Removal and Management
1. Improving Allotment Usability
The overgrown conifers occupy a significant proportion of the allotment area, reducing the amount of usable cultivation space.  The proposed works would help restore areas for cultivation and improve growing conditions for current and future allotment holders.
2. Health and Safety Considerations
The density of vegetation restricts visibility and access in parts of the site. Overhanging branches and unmanaged tree growth can create obstacles
Lifting the crown of the ash tree and reducing the extent of the willow and conifer growth would improve access and reduce hazards.
4. Retention of Appropriate Tree Cover
The proposals do not seek wholesale clearance of trees. Suitable trees, including sycamores identified as boundary features, would be retained. This approach balances the need for effective allotment use while maintaining tree cover and the character of the site. 
The works are intended to bring the land back into active use rather than simply remove trees.
Recommendation
Members are asked to consider whether the benefits of improving allotment usability, site safety, accessibility and future management outweigh the loss of the identified willow trees and overgrown conifers.
Should the Council support the proposal, the works would represent a managed and proportionate intervention, retaining appropriate tree cover while restoring the allotment site to a condition more suited to its intended purpose.

	POLICE REPORT 
BRIERCLIFFE AREA  1st August – 31st August 2026

	

	INCIDENTS REPORTED – 6

	
	

	NO
	TYPE OF INCIDENT
	LOCATION
	DETAILS

	

	1
	Burglary
	 Widow Hill Road 
	 Stolen Tools 

	1
	Environmental 

	Briercliffe Road
	Fireworks 

	1

1
	 Vehicle crime 

Theft of vehicle

	Talbot Drive 

Clockhouse Avenue 
	  Tools Stolen from work van 

Stolen car 


	1
	Nuisance 
	 Halifax Road
	 Dangerous Driving (Speeding) 


	1
	Other Notifiable Crime 
	Halifax Road 
	Fly Tipping 




County Councillor Mark Poulton Report
Highways
· Bus/HGV turning circle sign
We already appear to have a sign on the gable end of 2 Jubilee Street to inform drivers of HGVs and buses that there is a turning circle to the right and that the road ahead is unsuitable for HGVs. With a sign already present, we likely wouldn't consider any additional signs to indicate this at this time. Although the sign is on the offside rather than the preferred nearside for most signs, this is likely due to constraints as the footway on the nearside is noticeably narrower. 

· Residents complaining about cars parked at the top of Talbot Street illegally reported to parking enforcement.
· Complaints on illegally parked vehicles Lane Bottom reported to parking enforcement.
· Various pothole reports actioned around Portsmouth Avenue and Stanbury Drive completed.
· Residents complaining about weeds growing from the kerb edges around the parish, part of a wider problem across the town raised with Green Spaces, needs further discussion within Burnley council on how general weeding can be improved.
· Drains blocked Cross Street impacting businesses on Burnley Road meeting planned this week, to determine responsibility.
 
Planning 
· 376 Briercliffe road Garden Room
· 2 Hill End House Halifax Road change to existing windows
· 44 Cross Street single storey kitchen extension
 
A.O.B
· Dog fouling complaints increasing Street Scene asked to put further resource into the parish.
· Pride in Lancashire Award still open for nominations 
· 19th September Heritage open day, public tours available throughout the day discussions on architecture, and civic heritage, see website.

Borough Councilor’s Report – September 2026
1. Councillor Maggie Lishman met the PCSO and raised a number of issues including the usual ones about “boy racers” speeding through at night, untaxed vehicles parking on Balderstone Lane as well as use of the CCTV installed at the Hare & Hounds and broadening the coverage in the police report to the Parish Council

2. Both Councillor Anne Kelly and Councillor Maggie Lishman raised issues with the Borough Council’s Street Scene following concerns about waste collections leaving mess and poorly positioned bins behind them and have arranged for Streetscene managers to monitor the operatives’ actions on a round in the area.  There has also been an issue with one of the recycling wagons – the hopper was broke creating a lot of spillages, which was not realised until reports from residents were made. The wagon was then taken off road and repaired with sweepers sent into the area to clean up spillages. It was raised at the weekly Ops Meeting and will continue to be monitored by supervisors.   Burnley Council encourages residents to report issues via the Love Clean Streets app so they can address them directly including assessing and rectifying any problems at specific addresses. They also addressed and sorted out parking issues where bin lorries couldn’t access Parker Street and Holgate Street.

3. Councillor Maggie Lishman had a discussion with BBC Greenspaces about the possibility of providing a Pump track in the recreation ground, which can be followed up by the Parish Council.

4. We welcome the initiative to establish the Friends of Queen Street Mill and the presence of their representative at the Flower Show. We have said for some time that more could be done to promote and use this wonderful heritage asset which could be much more of an advertisement for Harle Syke and Briercliffe.  It could also be used a lot more by local people and we have encouraged LCC to be more proactive. This is a welcome sign that some action is being taken.

5. Various planning matters have been dealt with individually.

6. Congratulations to the organisers and all involved for a very successful Briercliffe Flower Show last Saturday and congratulations to all the prize winners. Participation continues to increase, but it would be good to encourage more residents to be involved.

7. Councillor Anne Kelly asks there would be any interest and volunteers for another book stop anywhere in the village. She has had a contact from someone offering support to set it up.  They would welcome any ideas on where it could be sited. Gordon & Maggie Lishman could provide initial stock.

8. There was a very interesting presentation this afternoon (3/9) hosted by the Local Government Chronicle, about why Burnley Council won the Council of the Year award at the recent ceremony. It made very clear the success of the Council in various ways over the last decade or so. We encourage others to watch it when it is shared more widely.
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